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Ia the Claims : 

1 . A protective device having source and load terminals between a conductive path and face 
terminals, the protective device comprising: 

a latching mechanism, adapted to be operable between a first state in which said latching 
mechanism permits electrical contact between said source terminals and said load 
terminals and a second state in which said contact is broken; 

an alarm indicator, adapted to provide an indication that said protection device is not 
providing ground fault protection; and 

a fuse, adapted to blow when said latching mechanism fails to open during a manual 
test of the protection device. 

2. A protection device according to claim 2, wherein said alarm indicator is a Light 
Emitting Diode (LED). 

3. A protection device according to claim 2, wherein the LED flashes to indicate the 
device is not providing ground fault protection. 

4. A protection device according to claim 2, wherein the LED extinguishes to indicate the 
device is not providing ground fault protection. 

5. A protection device according to claim 2, wherein the LED comprises a red LED. 

6. A protection device according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a sensing circuit, adapted to selectively place the latching mechanism in said second state 
upon detection of a ground fault condition to electrically isolate said face terminals from said 
source and load terminals. 

7. A protective device according to claim 1, wherein said protective device includes a 
ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). 
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8. A protective device according to claim 1, wherein said source terminals and load 
terminals are adapted to connect to a power source.. 

9. A protective device according to claim 1, wherein said latching mechanism comprises: 

an electromechanical device, adapted to place said latching mechanism in one of said first 
and second states; 

a first transformer, adapted to detect a current imbalance in said conductive path; and 
a second transformer, adapted to detect an amount of the current imbalance in said 
conductive path. 

10. A protective device according to claim 9, wherein said electromechanical device 
comprises a solenoid. 

v 

11. A protective device according to claim 1, wherein said first state comprises a closed 
condition and said second state comprises an open condition. 

12. A protective device according to claim 9, wherein when said latching mechanism is in 
said second state said face terminals are isolated from said power source if said power source is 
connected to either said load terminals or said source terminals. 

13. A protective device according to claim 1, wherein said face terminals include contacts 
separate from said conductive path and said source and load terminals. 

14. A protective device according to claim 1, wherein said conductive path comprises: 
a neutral conductor, adapted to connect said source and load terminals; and 

a hot conductor, adapted to connect said source and load terminals. ( 

15. A method of providing a protection device that indicates a lack of ground fault 
protection being provided by said protection device, comprising: 

providing a latching mechanism for operating between a first state in which said latching 
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mechanism permits electrical contact between source load terminals and load 
terminals and a second state in which said contact is broken; 

blowing a fuse when said latching mechanism fails to open during a manual 
test of the protection device; and 

energizing an alarm indicator when said fuse blows to indicate that said protection device 
is not providing ground fault protection. 

16. A method according to claim 15, wherein said alarm indicator is a Light 
Emitting Diode (LED). 

17. A method according to claim 16, wherein the LED flashes to indicate the 
device is not providing ground fault protection. 

18. A method according to claim 16, wherein the LED extinguishes to indicate the 
device is not providing ground fault protection. 

19. A method according to claim 16, wherein the LED comprises a red LED. 

20. A method according to claim 15, further comprising: 

providing a sensing circuit for selectively placing the latching mechanism in said second 
state upon detection of a ground fault condition to electrically isolate face terminals from said 
source and load terminals. 

21. A method according to claim 15, wherein said protective device comprises a 
ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). 



